Parental Informed Consent and Hold Harmless Agreement
St. Thomas Boy Scout Troop 8

Scout Name:						
last

first

Age:		

I hereby acknowledge my awareness and grant my permission for my son or ward to participate in Troop
8 activities and outings, including events which involve travel across international borders. I have read
and understand the Troop 8 statement on Safety & Hazards, and understand that participation in activities
involves a degree of risk. I have carefully considered the risk involved, and I agree to indemnify and hold
harmless Troop 8, St. Thomas the Apostle Church, the Roman Catholic Diocese of Lansing, and the Boy
Scouts of America, Great Sauk Trail Council, their agents and volunteers, from all damages and liability
arising directly or indirectly out of my or my son/ward’s participation in troop activities and related events
run by St. Thomas staff or volunteers. I recognize that the Troop does not necessarily provide medical or
accident insurance for myself or my son/ward and that I may be responsible for any and all costs associated
with treatment of illness or injury sustained during any activity or event.
In the event of a medical issue requiring evaluation or treatment, I hereby appoint the adult leader in
charge of the trip as my true and lawful attorney-in-fact and agent with full authority to make any and all
health care decisions regarding me or my son/ward for the duration of the trip and until I am able to assume
that responsibility directly. The adult leader in charge shall be the personal representative for my son acting in loco parentis, and I expressly authorize and request full disclosure of any and all medical records
protected under HIPAA to the adult leader in charge for the purpose of evaluating and managing my or
my son/ward's medical care, and/or determining our ability to continue in program activities. I authorize
the adult leaders to administer medications to my son/ward, and to undertake first aid and other medical
treatment as necessary in their sole judgment to respond to a medical condition or emergency. I further
authorize my agent to execute on my behalf  any indemnification forms or waivers of liability which may
be required by a third party to allow my son to fully participate in program activities. I approve the sharing
of medical information with St. Thomas and BSA volunteers and participants who need to know of medical
situations that might require special consideration for the safe conducting of Scouting activities.
I agree that my son's participation in any Troop 8 activity or event is voluntary, and entirely contigent
on the approval of the scoutmaster and the adult field leader in charge of the event.  In the event the troop
leadership requests that my son be removed from any event, I agree to be responsible for all costs of securing appropriate and timely transportation and supervision.
I hereby assign and grant to Troop 8 and St. Thomas the Apostle Church without limitation the right and
permission to use, publish, reproduce, sell, exhibit, broadcast, and/or store electronically the photographs,
videos, sound recordings and other representations made of me or my son/ward during Troop 8 activities
and related events. I hereby release St. Thomas the Apostle Church, its agents and volunteers from any
and all liability from such use and publication, and I waive any right to compensation I may have for any
of the foregoing.

Parent/Guardian Name(s) (please print):
Signature:									

Date:

Safety and Hazards

The safety of trip participants is obviously a high priority on all Troop 8 trips. It is for this reason that
the trip leaders and adults often insist on pre-trip preparation, consistent equipment outfitting, and demonstrated skill before allowing a scout or adult to participate in some program activities.

Youth and adult leaders are trained in first aid, and have years of experience in wilderness travel with
young people. We carry medical kits appropriate to the activity. Troop 8 stays abreast of current practices
in wilderness education safety, and we strive to develop in each boy the judgment and skill to be a competent and safe outdoorsman and group member.

Because boys learn through measured doses of independence and experience, on many trips there will
be periods of time when boys in small groups or in patrols led by senior youth will travel and engage in
activities independent of direct adult supervision.

Despite the best preparation, outdoor activity involves hazards that cannot be entirely controlled or eliminated. Automobile transportation, weather, and environmental hazards can pose a risk even to the most
experienced outdoor leader. Activities ranging from simple day hikes to water sports can, due to individual
errors judgment or the unpredictable forces of nature, become dangerous and potentially life-threatening.
Troop 8 outdoor activities often take place in isolated locations. The remoteness of the areas in which we
travel can create complex emergency situations that have no simple solutions. It is not uncommon to be
many hours from medical help.
It is important you understand that there are risks. Some less reputable adventure programs may say
that they can guarantee your son’s safety. Troop 8 does not. The risk of injury, even serious injury or
death, is unavoidable in the outdoor environment in which we teach and in the transportation we use to get
there. By allowing your son to participate in troop activities, you acknowledge that you are cognizant of
and willing to accept these risks in exchange for the opportunities and benefits of participation.

